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EARLY CHURCH HISTORY
The roots of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in Auckland trace back to 1854, a pivotal year 
when missionaries first arrived in the city. Their efforts 
bore immediate fruit, with the first baptism occurring 
that same year in Karori, Wellington. This marked the 
humble beginnings of a faith community that would 
grow steadily in the decades to follow. By the 1880s, the 
Church’s membership expanded significantly, drawing 
individuals from diverse backgrounds, including 
Māori and European communities. Pacific Islanders, 
who migrated to New Zealand in increasing numbers, 
also contributed to the Church’s growth, enriching its 
membership with vibrant cultural diversity.

A critical aspect of these early years was the role of 
labour missionaries. These dedicated individuals 
contributed not only their time and energy but also 
their faith, helping to build foundational structures 
for the fledgling Church. Among the notable chapels 
they constructed were those at Scotia Place in the city, 
Takapuna, Pah Road in Mount Roskill, and Rowandale 
in Manurewa. These buildings provided much-needed 
spaces for worship and community gatherings, 
serving as both spiritual and physical anchors for 
the growing membership. The efforts of these labour 
missionaries exemplified the harmonious blend of 

faith and practical service, leaving an enduring legacy 
that continues to inspire.

Labour missionaries also constructed the Latter-day 
Saint temple in Hamilton, which was the first temple 
in the Southern Hemisphere. That sacred building 
was dedicated in 1958, and since that time Church 
members from throughout New Zealand have made 
significant sacrifices to travel to Hamilton.

CHURCH GROWTH
The 20th century brought significant organisational 
milestones for the Church in Auckland. In 1958, the 
establishment of the city’s first stake signified a new era 
of structured leadership and local governance. Today, 
Auckland is home to 15 stakes and 86 congregations, 
serving approximately 31,000 members.

A crucial development in the Church’s growth was 
the establishment of the missionary training centre 
(MTC). Originally located in Hamilton in 1977, the MTC 
relocated to Auckland in 2010, becoming a key feature 
of the Auckland New Zealand Temple site. With the 
capacity to train up to 112 missionaries at a time, the 
MTC prepares individuals for service across New 
Zealand, Australia and the Pacific Islands. 

THE CHURCH TODAY
The announcement of the Auckland New Zealand 
Temple in 2018 was a defining moment for the Church 
and its members. The construction process has 
involved collaboration with local leaders and councils, 
showcasing the Church’s dedication to community 
development. The temple stands not just as a physical 
structure but as a testament to the sacrifices and 
service of past generations.

One of the most remarkable features of the Church 
in the Auckland area is its multiculturalism. Sunday 
services in New Zealand are available in multiple 
languages, including Māori, Chinese, Niuean, Tongan 
and Samoan, reflecting the rich diversity of the region’s 
membership. This inclusivity underscores the Church’s 
efforts to bring communities together in shared 
worship and faith-building endeavours.
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Community service remains a cornerstone of the 
Church’s mission. Recent projects, such as a cleanup 
of the Puhinui Stream and the extensive volunteer 
support provided after Cyclone Gabrielle in 2023, 
highlight the Church’s commitment to making a positive 
impact in the broader Auckland community. These 
initiatives demonstrate the Church’s dedication to 
service, unity and uplifting those in need.

Looking ahead, the Auckland New Zealand Temple 
symbolises the Church’s enduring dedication to 

worship, education, and community. By embracing 
diversity and fostering a spirit of unity, the Church 
continues to strengthen its members and build bridges 
across cultural and linguistic divides. As members 
prepare for the temple’s dedication, they carry forward 
a legacy of faith and service, ensuring that the Church 
remains a beacon of hope and spiritual growth for 
generations to come.
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